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GERMAN ADVICE TO AUSTRIA
But on returning from Potsdam to Berlin, Bethmann
and Jagow found a handful of new telegrams which showed
that the situation was becoming more serious, and which
indicated the doubtful wisdom of continuing to adhere
rigidly to the policy of strict "localization." Germany must
pay more heed to mediation proposals and advise Berchtold
to give them consideration. She must attempt, but with-
out giving Austria offense or doubt as to her continued
support^ to take back into her own hands that freedom of
action in the Serbian question which she had so unwisely
abandoned on July 5. Instead of saying at Vienna, as she
had done three weeks earlier, that the Kaiser "naturally
cannot take any stand in the questions between Austria
and Serbia, for they are beyond his competence,"22 Ger-
many must assume the role of mediator, and advise Austria
to consider the English and Russian peace proposals.
Otherwise, there would be arf increase in the suspicion
which was being circulated by the French Ambassadors23
that Germany was egging Austria on, knew the text of the
ultimatum from the beginning, wanted war, and was acting
mala fide in pretending to desire peace. Moreover, Eng-
land would be dangerously antagonized and might not, in
case of a continental war, preserve the neutral attitude,
for which Germany hoped and which she believed had
just been promised by King George to Prince Henry of
Prussia.24
One of the telegrams which Bethmann and Jagow found
was the full text of the Serbian reply which had been
22 See above, ch. v, at note 37,
23F.Y.B., 15, 32, 38, 41, 43, 48, 67, 74; KJD., 215, 415, 485.
24 "King of Great Britain said to Prince Henry of Prussia that England
would maintain neutrality in case war should break out between Con-
tinental Powers" (German Naval Attache in London to German Naval
Office, July 26; K.D., 207; c/. also KJD., 201 and 374).